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Methods for the euthanasia
of dogs and cats:
comparison and recommendations
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Pentobarbitone Intravenous (IV) 150mg/kg for both dogs and cats Best practice Mot unless
solution . the animal is
Carcass disposal — recommend fractious
Injectable incineration
solutions suitable
for euthanasia Intrapentoneal Proposed dosage schedule is Can be an imtant if given by this Yes, ideally
{20%: 200mg/ 3] Z-3 x recommended dose for IV route unless the animal
mil) administration when preparations ) IS UNCONSCious,
containing concentrations of 390 'lfjkes,tlnr?eﬁr IJE':'Dtak’.E eft'fect than via collapsed
rrg,-rrnl_-:uf Pentobarbitone are used route: La-al minutes
(Sinclair, 2004: p 397 Carcass disposal — recommend
120-200 mg/ke as necessary Incineration
(Bishop, 2005:p 201)
Intracardiac (IC) 150mg/kg for both dogs and cats Can be painful if attempted in fully | Yes, this route of
conscious animals administration
. iz only suitable
Car_cass 1_:I|sp|::rsal — recommend for unconscious,
Incineration collapsed animals
Oral Dose for neonatal kittens and Takes longer to take effect thanvia | Mo
administration puppies: despite discussion with [V route
(PO animal welfare groups we have ) ) )
been unable to prowvide suitable Pu;ﬂqﬂmd preTarallnnbde:_ll'_.r;dred n
guidance on an acceptable dose gelatine capsules can be hidden
for oral administration o neonates | 11 food and is less likely to be
at this time. -:!ete_:u:ted by d_u:ugs. than mixing the
liquid form with food.
Dose for sedation of dogs: 63mg/kg ) : )
(Ramsay and Wetzel, 1008) H|gh|;_.,r varia ble_ time to take effect
even in dogs given the same dose.
Prolonged time to take effect:
30-90 minutes.
Anaesthetic Intravenous (IV) Given to effect Effective dose is highly variable, Mot unless
agents given as dependent upon the animal's the animal is
an overdose. age, physical status and use of fractious, as
§ pre-euthanasia drugs these agents
Thiopentone . o ) should be given
Proprofol This method is time consuming .
; . intravenously
and costly in comparison to other
methods
Carcaszs disposal — recommend
incineration




Tel
(embutramide,
mebezonium

indine, tetracaine
hydrochlaoride)
after sedation

Potassium
chlonde (KCI)
after anaesthesia

Magnesium
sulphate (Mg50,)
after anaesthesia

Gaseous
anaesthetics
e.g. Halothane,
Enflurane,
Isoflurane,
Sevoflurane,
Desflurane and
Methoxyflurane

Intravenous (V) Dogs and cats: 0.3ml/kg Slow, steady rate of injection Yes, should
required be sedated to
c il ilabl ensure slow
ommercially available asa injection rate
pre-prepared euthanasia solution
accept in the USA
Carcass disposal — recommend
incineration
Intravenous (1Y) One proposed dosage schedule Often available commercially as Yes, must be
is 100g of KCI dissolved in 1 litre a powder which is made into an anaesthetised
or of water; 20-30ml of solution injectable solution by dissolving
intracardiac (IC} sufficient for euthanasia of dogs in water
weighing 15-20kg Carcass disposal — recommend
1-2 mmol/kg of body weight will o .
cause cardiac arrest (Beaver et incineration
al, 2001)
Intravenous (V) Saturated solution of MgS0,. One (Often available commercially as Yes, must be
proposed dosage schedule is: a pawder, which i= made into an anaesthetised
or injectable soluti dissolvi
b | 83%solution of MgSO, dissolved | ('Lt e HHEN by dissolving
intracardiac {IC) in boiling water:
Dosage varies little if given by Ei:‘tcirs;ed solution becomes very
IV or IC route of administration
(Mvariez and Caday, 1958). Large volumes required to achieve
But highly variable dose for euthanasia
individuals; one suggested Carcass disposal — recommend
published effective dose: incineration
20-38 ml for a 15 kg dog (Avariez
and Caday, 1958).
B0mg/kg dose (Close et al, 1996)
Saturated agueous solution
lg/ml at & dose of
2.5-4.0 mg/kg (Carding, 1977)
Inhalation Given to effect Only suitable for small animals or Mot suitable
animals already anaesthetised for for use in

Delivered in a carrier gas (usually
oxygen) at the minimum alveolar
concentration {MAC)

surgery

Requires an anaesthetic chamber
or can be delivered via breathing
systems and masks applied to
the face

Human health hazard if inhaled

Carcass disposal — recommend
incineration

larger animals
unless already
anaesthetized
for surgery and,
on humane
grounds, they
are not permitted
to regain
CONSCiousness
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